Kalisher Scholarship;
The day of the BVC results arrived and I went into the office to collect the white envelope that would let me know just how good of a summer I was going to have.  No it wasn’t my results of the BVC, those had already been placed on a board for all to see, this was the results of the Kalisher Scholarship interviews.  I was overjoyed on opening mine and finding out that I had been awarded the Scholarship for the 2002/2003 BVC year.

The awarding of the Scholarship meant that I had the financial pressure of the BVC lifted, which was an immense relief.  The consequence of this was that for the first time in many a long year I did not have to work through my summer, which after completing both an LLB and LLM was a treat that I had not expected.  

To some that may seem a trivial way of looking at the Scholarship, but that summer ‘off’ allowed me vital time to recharge my batteries and as such was of immense importance in preparing me for the rigours of pupillage which I started in October 2003.

To many the prestige of the Kalisher Scholarship will be of enormous assistance in obtaining a pupillage, I had already been lucky enough to have jumped that hurdle.  Where my being a Kalisher Scholar came into its own was at my tenancy decision. 

Having asked various members of chambers to break the silence of the tenancy meeting on this point, it seems that my being a Kalisher Scholar certainly played a part in my successful application for tenancy.  It is an award that is held in high regard, not just because Michael Kalisher was such a well respected and well liked member of the bar, but also because of the quality of those who decide the Scholarship.  As such my being a Kalisher Scholar has certainly assisted me in my career advancement.
Finally, being a Scholar has assisted me personally by boosting my confidence not just at the time it was awarded, but on a continual basis.  It is an award of which I am immensely proud and at anytime I real my confidence in my abilities waning I am able to remind myself of my achievement in being awarded the scholarship.

