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Dear Stephen,

UPDATE ON FEES: JUNE 2010

I am writing to update you on the progress we have made in clearing the backlog of fee payments.  As at close of business yesterday we have paid/reviewed just over 33,000 fee claims to a value of approximately £23.5m since December 2009 when this exercise began.  

Our progress has been hampered by the continued receipt of significant numbers of new claims, many of these are duplicate claims or claims for cases not yet finalised.

I made a commitment to you and your Bar colleagues on 10th May 2010, to clear the backlog by the end of July.  This commitment was based on the number of claims outstanding at that time, i.e. 14,900.  Since 10th May we have reviewed in excess of 10,000 claims and have made payments on about 5800 of these claims, the balance of claims represent duplicate claims or claims for cases not yet concluded.  Since that date we have received a further 6,000 historic claims which we have accepted for payment as a gesture of goodwill. 

I remain confident that we will clear the original 14,900 claims identified in May by the end of July.  We will also have cleared a significant proportion of the 6,000 further claims received.  We have started to advise Chambers who continue to send in late claims that we may not be able to process these within the timescales notified in May.

We had previously agreed a cut off date at the end of March for historical claims with you but as a gesture of good will and to recognise the Bar’s patience during this time we have continued to accept claims.  We now intend to notify Chambers that we will not accept any further historic claims after the end of July.  In the assessment of our current progress rate I am confident that we will clear the additional backlog by the end of August assuming we do not receive significant additional claims. 

I am very grateful for your support throughout this process and look forward to working with you on some other issues that require our attention, in particular the quality of advocacy.

Yours sincerely


Alison Saunders

Chief Crown Prosecutor

CPS London 

Stephen Leslie QC
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